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defined by two dire acronymms, A4, and AIDS. Says Formne,
“sve started wo think, Wy not do g London Jdub here?™

A 1] was found, vet another London exile, Jobn Ingham,
s rock cratic, the firss to interview the Sex Pistols. Thena
vemue, which Fortune happened upon when his Karmann
Ghaa broke down and he ook it 1o a Hallywood garage

Across the street wis the Trathways bus depot, and in che

dl_'sl. W wias thils bar, | needed 10 use a Py |,'\I|I- e, 50 1 walked in
It was, like, 10 in the morming, and already full of these
desperate characters, But it was & pood setup—a bar, a dance
flioor, a second har. | asked the bartender how much to rent 5t
ot bor a mght. He sod, " 100 bucks. 5

The clisb’s geography seemed like a play on
the odd cliche of starmy-eved, Fresh-faced young
Beaies BTV i i Hodlyvwoiesd by bus frorm
no-coastal states v be edther ommortalooed
or;, more probably, defiled and discarded.
(Says Formune, " The people who started Fake

Club—mse, Sharman, John—wene all Brits
because Brits gat LA better than the bocals
did.”) B precisely the same way, the club’s
name seemsed like a play on che old Cscar Levant
ling, " Behind the phony tinsel of Hallywood
lies the real tins=l." (Says Fortune, “The idea of
the mamewas, “Thisisn't really o club. We're juse
here a night o twoa week. We're not really club people. We're
doing other things.” [ eean, it was finke, We were jns playing. )
Toundersiand Hollywood & 1o onderstand that hies sincerely
delivered are a higher kind of truth. The club was an mstant
srmash. © People were desperate for comething. We had oo
cormpetitian,” says Forfune modestly. There was a linde miore
1o it than that. For one thing, the club knew how toomix i ap.
Safar as e look wert. The déoor was "sos, amd ot retro g0,
"wo s because the décor hade 't been touched since the §os.
%o Far as ifs sound went. Says Ingham, * It was the second
British Imvasion with the Mew Romantics, and Dwas playmng
Ioasds of those bands. But [was also playing Blondie, Bowie, the

Talking Heads, a ton ol Thrallr, arxd then than ﬂ'\-'ll'l,e.:"-lllll\.!-i.'l st
likoe Jarmies Browwm, Dine .\_1.1!. d Mew York fhend called and odd me
absoun ehits weeind, grean record they were playing at Dancetena,
50 | jumiped on a plane. The song was “Planet Rock' by Afrika
Hambaataa. | played a lot of the early Mew York rap and
hip-hop. Fake Club became kaown for beeaking artists in LAa"

So far as it ethes went. Says Fortune, ~We had the waitresses
in T-ghirts 1'dl desigmed —"Soene Mights | Fake It Except for
Pinkieressa. “Mankie's look was Maes West if Maes Wesi wasan
English freak. She'd serve o tray of cockiails in full makeup.”

S far as its people went. There was the coat check gerd. "Tt's
LA, right?” she says. " There weren't coats 1o get checked, Soit
wouldn't be worth my while to make 53 or whatever it wis
1 muaile In eips, Which s why T alse sobd quanludes.” Mot her omly
sidelime, * Ouie oot check L il wonild rll';.'1|.l_-\.|L|I arackof clothes,
ey Fomune. “1F a girl wrecked her ouwtfit on the dance floor
o jusst got bored with o, she coudd by o whole new one " Thene
ws the doorman/bookkeeper, fohmo du Plessis. Say du Messis,
"I was strict at the door. Didn't allew bad behavior, Or bad
Faskion.” Fuial !:. thre weas Elae Baianeee s boancer, Savs Foman
T |'.|!_l|-.l 8 Trailways securiny gnsard started wWavIng ar o
o thee dasoe Aoor, He Felt be d beend |'\-|'|."-;"1.'|.'I'.'\-\.| W huad
my boyTriend follow him around, keep an eye out.”
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So far as 1s locale went. Says Forane, 1 d closed up 1o
the might. Rthghit there on the street, & guy was geating
stabhed,” Fake Clubowas a tarmished romanee in the way that,
say, Cazablamas was a tarmished romance, as well as a send-up
of the very ea of romance, tarished or othersse; a dream
of o Holhywood nsghtchib set ma real Hothawood nerghbortood;
iromnic and poignand srullaneoasly, “Who waort a Fabier?”

says Forune, kess modestiy, |

EL GIBSON WAE A FAKER. And the Clash
The Go-Ga's. Jacksom Brvane and Daryl
Hammah. Anthony Perkins and Berry Berenson
Musscians Mariangne Faithiall and Chrissy
Hynde, Artists Ed Ruschs and David Hockney, Writers Eve
Babitz and Brace Wapner, Fhotographer Herb Ritts, Models

Janice Dackinson, Kelly LeBrock, Linda Kerndge, though nat

Eriti Ekland. {"She ireed to throw ber fame about so [ dadn 't

let her in,” says du Plessis. 1 never needed vo throsw my fame
abenit,” Eklard seodfs.) American gigolo Richand Gere, a
'\.l,'il:h q |.:h'|'A.|'I.'H. P-\.“ﬂ-l.'l Creator, Paud Jasmin, & ] |,. iFecior A
Scheader, Amaelica Husion and Beverdy [ r."!.l!ﬂ-\.'lu'- “The s
whio liked todance and get kigh, saye Fortune), Pom actor Lea

Ford. The man who taught Michaed Jackeon how bomoomaall,
[ettrey Daniel. Pre-Barmeys Semon Doonan, semetimes o
Chacen Elzabeth drag. Kevin Cosiner, then unkncnsms, Actorn
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Blickic Dammest and his boy, fumare Red Hog Chili Pepper
Anthaomy Kiedis. O a hicky pight, [1] gog comy with Susan

Sarandon and Knsty MeMichol in one of the club's leathere
boothes, " writes Damessit, “Ancther night, [ wandensd o the

thebar, )

restr oy anad fisinsd vy undemage som beaming agams
The Imardem orew ."'alll:.!. Warheol, [oan Usiinmn, 1 jan Lowe,
Peter Marton, whose now restaurant, Hard Rock Caté, Forfune
christened by droppang a Cadillae through its roof. MTV had
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% eard, and Fortune, by day, was an-directing
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v savw as well

's “Hetie Davis Fyves. (Fomman
did the wardrobe), The reazon Boy George, Sieve Mrange, amd
Annie Lennox were there too. And Prinee (" He D] d for
us once or twice. Maved his own songs,” says Fortune). Also
bone Siove and Rick Chwens, Lke Kie
ter chrink: begally. (17 leg the kids in the back,  says Fo
and then the clock struck teo and the Fake Club nemed
back inoe a pumpkin, or rather, a bus depot bar, Says Forman,

lia, not yet old enough

“You'd be full-throtile dancing amd carrying cn and the
FreATkEpement wodd st ois the |:.""r':'\- arud i was dones, fad

1o e or the fire marshals woukl come,” Pas de prebleo,

Everybudy just e o gver b Fortune s wilhout osng e
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"My house was absolutely Fake Clish alver hours, Soame
ghe."
Like Mick Japger. Or Madonma, (Foroune 1 woas frvemd s with
Maripod |a stylisa] and | hung out on the “Buming Up’ shoot

craey person wonld always show up and define the

I teamed Madomna the whishs time. ) And thene was the consiam
stream of visstons, © Rupen Everett, John Sex, john Maybuary,
la Falcoper—too many to possibly remember.” And overnight
wisipors, " The Fl"-"'-i-'-TJ ill:.“ Brad Bramean lved with me fora

. ansd his boyfriend was Georpe Michaed, who L'd bt uso
in the kitchen i hi red bikand endensear. George Michael was
alen the boivtnend of the oot |.!|I.'!.'k_|:|r=. Thiat weas Latesr, i
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HE MAN WHD EMBODIED the spirit of the club
e _r':|_|5u. moal wndd . wewer, wasn t lamous,

|!|..||i,:|| o s @ siar. Fddie Dodson. Save Formine,

“Eddie had a great antique store o0 Melrose

cxcept i wins really 8 cover For the ool Busiisess i the back
He was this charming guy—Southern, a jkester, bots of
n with dmags.

women aroard him, and be'd manipalane 1
Mot just the women, acconding 1o Forman.  Cinen ghil
Eddie took a gram of cocaine, threswy it in the air, 11 landed on
the dance fhoar. All the people fell tothewr knees and began
BT g ||:q_" Digd o became addicted b has (v wares. Lousse
o Telsga
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Dodson's girlfrend: ™We were 2 Il doing piles of

et 1'dl beft bien by the time b got really crazy wath the
drugs, Then he and Marisa Berenson [mode] and soczalite
dated for a while.” He stared experimenting with adifferent
felonsous mediam. Says Fortane, ©Lotise was the first 1o fgune
oait that Be was a bank robber, The |1||.'.}:,-:-\.I e .|:_'\-|'-.|I-\."-II'.|'.'."
Daidson robbed a record-settmg 6.4 banks in eight months,

L He uzed &

gix in a single day. “And be didn't even use 3 gu
starver s pistod—ialk abous faking it!”
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